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Division 64:  Pilbara Development Commission, $2 468 000 - 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman, Chairman. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler, Minister for Resources and Assisting the Minister for State Development representing the 
Minister for the Kimberley, Pilbara and Gascoyne. 

Mr J.M. Hainsworth, Manager, Policy and Infrastructure Development. 

Mr S. Corrigan, Chief of Staff, Office of the Minister for Resources and Assisting the Minister for State 
Development. 

Mr N. Hondros, Chief of Staff, Office of the Minister for the Kimberley, Pilbara and Gascoyne. 

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: In reference to telecommunication strategies that the development commission has been 
working on, is the minister happy to answer my question through his officer? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: Yes. 
Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Just simply, is there any progress being made in terms of the roll-out of 
telecommunications; in particular, mobile telephony in the Pilbara? 
[2.55 pm] 
Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: I will ask Mr Hainsworth to answer that question. 
Mr J.M. Hainsworth: Yes, the commission has been involved in an ongoing dialogue with Telstra Country 
Wide to get mobile telephony not only along the North West Coastal Highway, but also into the communities of 
Marble Bar, Yandeyarra and Jigalong.  For those three latter communities, Country Wide is recosting those 
propositions with the move away from CDMA to GSM, and we are hopeful that those costings will be provided 
early in the new financial year, which will then allow the commission and Telstra to work out how they might be 
funded. 
Mr G. SNOOK: Here comes the same question again and I guess that the minister will probably give me the 
same answer.  I refer to the “Appropriation and Forward Estimates” at page 1102.  The first dot point highlights 
what we all know, which is that the massive expansion in the resource and mining industry in the Pilbara is up 
and running and healthy and well.  Casting one’s eyes back to the grand total in the appropriation and forward 
estimates, one will notice there is almost exactly a $4 million difference between 2004-05 actual and the 2006-07 
estimate.  How does the minister justify this massive drop in appropriation considering the massive boom that is 
going on, particularly in the Pilbara region? It does not gel to me. 
Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: It certainly does not.  There is $5 million that has been previously put through from the 
Pilbara fund to the development commission that does not go through the development commission.  It went 
through the 2005-06 budget but not the 2006-07 budget, so it was handled separately.  It now goes through the 
Department of Local Government and Regional Development through the regional investment fund.   
Mr G. SNOOK: Was that that particular fund? 
Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: The $5 million.  On top of that $5 million there was another funding of $1.5 million for a 
dust suppression study and turtle discovery centre in that region.  It is more than what the member said.  It is 
about $5.5 million. 
Mr G. SNOOK: Understanding that and taking it out, and notwithstanding the massive growth in demand that 
we have in the Pilbara, would it not seem fitting that, instead of a decline in real terms in the allocation of 
money, it should be rising to match that demand? It seems logical to me.  I understand the $5 million answer, but 
why? 
Mr J.J.M. BOWLER: I will ask Mr Hainsworth to answer. 
Mr J.M. Hainsworth: Page 1102 shows the reduction in $5 million.  As the minister has indicated, that is 
because the Pilbara fund allocation of $5 million is not coming through the consolidated fund. 
Mr G. SNOOK: I understand that. 
Mr J.M. Hainsworth: However, the commission is receiving an additional $5 million of income.  If the member 
turns to page 1103, he will see the actual income stream of the commission from 2005-06 rising by 
approximately $3 million in 2006-07.  There is no real reduction to the commission’s overall budget in real 
terms. 
Mr G. SNOOK: Where is that line item?  
Mr T.G. STEPHENS:  The figure that he has quoted is in the middle of that graph, but basically the money 
stays the same. 
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Mr G. SNOOK: Thank you.   
Mr G.A. WOODHAMS: I refer to page 1105.  The first dot point under “Major Initiatives For 2006-07” refers 
to the Skilling Outback WA program to develop the information technology skills of people in remote 
indigenous communities.  Given the considerable lack of technology infrastructure that exists throughout much 
of remote Western Australia, particularly in the Pilbara, can the minister describe how the Skilling Outback WA 
program might be delivered? 

Mr J.M. Hainsworth: The indigenous communities in the Pilbara are actually extremely well serviced by 
telecommunications infrastructure.  Some time ago the commission received $1 million through the federal 
government’s Networking the Nation program.  As a result of that, most of our indigenous communities have 
access to two-way Internet access, which is available as a public access point.  In communities like Yandeyarra, 
Jigalong, Punmu and Kunawarratji people do, in fact, have access to computers and the Internet.  This program 
is designed to facilitate their enhanced use of that equipment. 

The appropriation was recommended. 
 


